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IIT tests in Saarc,
UAE, but not Pak

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

The prestigious IITs, which
will for the first time hold
entrance tests abroad
including in Saarc nations,
will exclude Pakistan for
the forthcoming vear.
While preparations are
underway for conducting
entrance tests in Singapore,
the UAE and Saarc coun-
tries for undergraduate and
post-graduate courses,
Pakistan will not figure in
the list. This newspaper
had in February this year
first reported that the pres-
tigious IITs are likely to
hold their entrance tests in
several foreign nations
from 2017 to select foreign
students for undergraduate
and post-graduate courses.
“Considering various fac-
tors, ve:dpecially difficulties
involved with regard to stu-
dents procuring visas, it
has been decided that
entrance tests for lITs may
not be conducted in
Pakistan for the upcoming
year,” sources said.
Officials said seats for for-
eign nationals would be
additional in nature and

would not reduce those
available to Indians at these
institutes. The decision was
taken after consultations
between officials of the
Union human resources
development and external
affairs ministries, sources
added.

“The entrance tests to the
IITs abroad have been held
till now only to admit
Indian nationals. This is for
the first time that it has
been planned to admit for-
eign students through tests
held abroad. It is aimed that
the plan would be opera-
tionalised from the JEE/
GATE exams to be conduct-
ed in 2017,” sources said.

Students will be selected
through a common
entrance exam which
would be administered by
the IIT with the help of
Indian missions in these
countries. The fee applica-
ble in the case of foreign
students will also be more
as the subsidised fee, which
Indians pay, would not be
applicable to them.

Meanwhile, the Union
Cabinet on Wednesday
approved revised cost esti-
mates for eight new IITs.
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GATE heads abroad, first time in 2017
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/GATE-heads-abroad-first-time-in-2017/articleshow/52983086.cms

Chennai: Following in the footsteps of IIT-JEE, which will be conducted abroad in 2017, the Graduate Aptitude Test in
Engineering (GATE), which determines entry to master's and direct PhD courses in 1ITs and other reputed institutes, is also
going overseas for the first time next year. The exam will be conducted in Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Singapore, United
Arab Emirates and Ethiopia, confirmed Govind Chakrapani, organising chairman for GATE 2017 from IIT-Roorkee in a
press release. He said the move would widen horizons of the academic environment in 1ITs and other institutes.

I1T-Madras director Bhaskar Ramamurthi said the move would attract more foreign students to the country. "At the last IT
council meeting it was decided that the number of foreign students on campus should get a fillip. Earlier, we had the DASA
(Direct Admissions for Students Abroad) programme. But that was scrapped since we weren't happy with the quality of
students coming in," he told TOI. "The seats that will be created are only supplementary or additional in nature. Our students'
seats won't be taken away.

If the number of foreign students and faculty helps us climb in international rankings, it is a good step. But this is not the
main mandate of the council as far as inducting foreign students is concerned," he said. MV Reddy, president of coaching
institute Time, said it would bode well for the international rankings of the country's institutes by boosting the diversity
factor. GATE 2017 is scheduled for February 4-5 and 11-12, 2017. Online registrations begin on September 1 and end on
October 4. Change of examination centre will be entertained till November 16 while admit cards can be downloaded from
January 5, 2017.

IIT-Roorkee has set March 27, 2017 as the date for declaration of results.
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JNU Vice Chancellor Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar appointed UGC member
http://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india-jnu-vice-chancellor-mamidala-jagadesh-kumar-appointed-ugc-member-
337136

New Delhi: The Ministry of Human Resource Development has appointed Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) Vice
Chancellor Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar as a member of the University Grants Commission (UGC).

IIT Delhi professor M Jagdeesh Kumar was appointed as the Vice Chancellor of the JNU earlier in January. His name was
cleared by President Pranab Mukherjee from a panel of four names that were forwarded to him by the HRD ministry.

A professor of electrical engineering at IIT Delhi, Kumar worked for strengthening collaboration between institutions,
streamline recruitment process and interaction with students.

Kumar, a karate expert, was born in Mamidala, Nalgonda district, Andhra Pradesh.

He was also the organising chairman of Graduate Aptitude Test in Engineering GATE, 2012, with the overall responsibility
of organising the test across India in 860 centers spread over 170 cities and towns.

Kumar had recently faced criticism after he reportedly attended an RSS linked event. He had, however, denied having any
formal association with any organisation include the Sangh.
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Government seeks comments
cation policy

on its inputs to edu

By Gyan VArMA & ANUIA

----------------------------

NEW DELHI

R;:visinn of no-detention pol-
cy, promotion of Sanskrit,
and bringing back Class X board
examinations are some of the
key changes that the central gov-
ernment may include in its new
education policy, the human
resource development ministry
said on Wednesday.

The HRD ministry released a
43-page document detailing sev-
eral inputs for the new policy
due after a gap of three decades
on the wwiwemygou.in website.

The document also focuses on
addressing gender discrimina-
tion, creation of educational tri-
bunals and a common curricu-
lum for science, mathematics
and English.

The education policy aims to
ensure “quality education and
lifelong learning opportunities”.

On the face of it, the release
seems to be the HRD ministry’s
inputs to the committee drafting
the education policy. It does not
appear to be a summary of the
over 200-page report submitted
by a five-member committee,
headed by former cabinet secre-
tary T.S.R. Subramanian, who
said he would respond only after
seeing the release.

The committee submitted its
report to the government last
month. The new education pol-
icy, India’s first in three decades,
is expected to address various
critical issues in the education
sector, which, while it has grown
in scale and complexity, suffers
from several problems related to
quality and relevance.

Ay

Seeking feedback: Union HRID

minister Smriti Irani.

Earlier this month, a contro-
versy broke out over the new
policy when Subramanian wrote
to the HRD ministry, urging it to
make the report public, and
threatened to do so himself.
Union HRD minister Smriti Irani
had then responded saying she
would not release the report
without feedback from the states
and that she did not want to
make it “the legacy of one indi-
vidual”

Under the “policy framework”
head, the inputs list 21 pointers,
including pre-school education,
curriculum renewal, school
assessment, quality assurance,
internationalization, faculty
development in higher educa-
tion, and language and culture
in education.

The release also recommends
a five-year review of the policy to
“keep up with the emerging
national and global trends” It
also sets the target of at least
90% of the adult population
meeting literacy and numeracy
skills prescribed by adult educa-
tion programmes.

The main objective of the
draft policy, the release says, is
to ensure that all preschoolers
(children between the ages of 4
and 5) attain the learning and
developmental readiness
required for smooth transition to
primary education. The policy
also alms to achieve universal
elementary and secondary edu-
cation and ensure that anyone
who clears the secondary level
has access to higher secondary
education.

With the aim to make educa-
tion accessible, inclusive and
responsive to the needs of
diverse groups of children and
voung people, the release talks
about special focus on students
from disadvantaged population
groups.

It seeks to eliminate social,
regional and gender gaps in edu-
cation.

The document also stresses
the need to reform the higher
education system to ensure
equitable access to tertiary edu-
cation, including technical and
professional education, end ine-
qualities in access to higher edu-
cation, and improve teaching
and research, promote innova-
tion and generate new knowl-
edge across all higher education
institutions.

gyan.v@livemint.com
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